form. The rest of the title seems to imply that pulmonary function and pulmonary emphysema are comparable entities. The reader will look in vain for any definition of the use of the word emphysema or for modem views of pathologists about it; and he may well conclude, after reading the book, that the term emphysema covers any disease which causes chronic functional abnormality of the lungs.
Both the material presented, and the references, are mostly American work. Simple and valuable procedures, such as measurement of the arterial carbon dioxide tension by re-breathing and many other similar procedures commonly used on this side of the Atlantic, are ignored. A large section of the treatment of 'emphysema' is devoted to the use of intermittent positive pressure breathing, its advantages being listed as a series of uncritical statements with no mention of the contrary experimental evidence.
The book is divided into three parts: pulmonary function and function tests, pulmonary emphysema and syllabus. The last is a repetition of the first two, as a summary of the summary. Philadelphia: JBLippincott 1962 Although intended primarily as a practical guide for the American undergraduate and postgraduate, this series of essays will appeal to the British reader on account of the light it throws on current trends in medical practice in the United States of America.
The editors have clearly driven their team of expert contributors with a loose rein. The result is an infinite variety of almost Cleopatrian dimensions. Some of the contributors ride their hobby-horses with glee, others show that hypersensitivity to criticism which still characterizes some of the specialties, whilst others again glory in the antiquity of their specialty.
Equally intriguing is the varying amount of space different contributors occupy. Thus, Professor Chester Jones deals with Internal Medicine in six pages, whereas Professor John Romano spreads himself to thirty-two pages in his chapter on Psychiatry. Incidentally, it is interesting to note that Professor Romano looks 'with misgiving on those who search for the stereotype candidate' and questions 'the validity of current probability tests, such as medical vocational aptitude scales'.
To select always tends to be invidious, but there can be little doubt that the outstanding contribution is Professor Englebert Dunphy's chapter on Surgery with its apt quotations from Sir Heneage Ogilvie's brilliant writings on the subject. It is closely followed in quality and attractiveness by Professor William Bean's characteristically 'human' summing-up in the final chapter. Scientific workers of the Medical Research Council have played a major part in recent advances concerning the role of chromosomal abnormalities in disease. It is fitting therefore that some aspects of this activity should be publishedin an MRC Special Report. The volume deals only with sex chromosome abnormalities, which is the best documented aspect of this new branch of medical science.
Brief accounts are given of the techniques and general principles of chromosomal studies in man in both normal and abnormal subjects. The next section describes the major disease groups associated with abnormality of the sex chromosome. These are Klinefelter's syndrome and its variants (phenotypic males), Turner's syndrome and its variants (phenotypic females) and true hermaphrodites. The authors make it clear that the eponyms in use have already outlived their utility.
These sections of the report constitute the best and most up-to-date short account of this group of disorders which is available. They are followed by case reports taken from the 266 patients notified to the registry of abnormal karyotypes set up by the MRC's Clinical Effects of Radiation Research Unit. These are published in the hope that the detailed information they contain will be useful to workers in the field of human cytogenetics. The subtitle of this small book is 'How to Live in Emotional Balance with Diabetes' and, although one cannot agree with the author's statement that the emotional concomitants of diabetes are just being realized, there is a place for a concise and unbiased account of this aspect of the disease. In a short chapter on the psychological aspects of diabetes the author refers to the views of Daniels, Menninger and Hinkle on the etiological and other roles attributable to various mental and emotional stresses, but himself seems to be no more convinced by them than will be the majority of readers. The conclusion that psychological factors rarely, if ever, cause diabetes but, when the disease is present, may affect it, will, however, be generally accepted. There is a tendency to exaggerate the difficulties of the diabetic and then to resolve them by the application of a psychological approach which bears a close resemblance to common sense. There is an interesting section on the psychological aspects of hypoglycamia and some useful guidance on its medicolegal significance.
More than a third of the book is devoted to the problems of diabetes in children and adolescents with special reference to the importance of camps and recreation. The subject of marriage and inheritance is over-simplified by the acceptance of the view that diabetes is inherited as a mendelian recessive characteristic. The statement that insulin atrophy and hypertrophy in women are minimized by shifting the site of injection is true of the latter but not of the former, which is better dealt with by confining injections to areas not usually exposed to view. This book is one of the 'Living Chemistry Series' which, we are informed in the foreword, 'was concei*ed 'by Editor and Publisher' and 'is charged with the nisus elan of chemical wisdom, su'prem-e ini 'choice of international authors, ;optimal in standards of chemical scholarship, provocative in imagination for experimental research, comprehensive in discussions of scientific medicine, and authoritative in chemical perspective of human disorders'.
''Dr Nishimura of Kyoto, Japan, pits modern science against an ancient curse to unravel the mechanism of congenital malformationsmanifest, microscopic and molecularby penetrating nature's barriers at all stages of development from the fertilized ovum to full term gestation.' This adequately summarizes the book both stylistically and in its emphasis. The book is divided into approximately 75 pages of text and 25 pages of references, or about 500 references. The text is little more than a commentary on this fairly inclusive bibliography without much new data, but with occasional excursions into practical issues. For example, it is stated: 'It might be useful for parents planning a baby to refer to information about the correlation of maternal age and season of conception with incidence of anomalies.' The text ends on a message of slightly confused hope with: 'Recent developments in causation of congenital anomalies are apparently not well known even to medical doctors. It is hoped that well trained consultants who can counsel people properly about the necessary measures against occurrence of anomalies will be available.' This is not,unfortunately, a 'japanische Arbeit', but a review devoted almost exclusively to American and European work. Any hope, inspired by the author's name and address, or by the distinction of his temporary address at Bar Harbor, that the linguistic barrier which separates almost all workers in this field outside Japan would be lifted, and the extensive work which must be presumed to be going on in a country which might well claim supremacy in biological laboratory work, facilities and equipment, and in which abortion is legal, is unfortunately ill-founded. Books on pediatric pathology must fall between two stools. Either they deal only with disease occurring exclusively in childhood or they include all ailments which could possibly occur in the young. In the first case, the coverage is incomplete; in the second, the book will be either enormous or sketchy. The fact is that poediatric pathology is a subject not ideally suitable for textbook treatment. The author of the present volume has chosen the path of including items rather than leaving them out. Since the book comprises 450 rather small pages bearing many photographic figures, the result is something of an illustrated catalogue. Because of the need for condensation many conditions, even those like medulloblastoma, practically confined to children are dealt with almost as fully in some one-volume texts of systematic pathology. The photographs are of variable quality. Some are technically poor, but the majority are helpful. Neither they nor the text are sufficiently comprehensive or detailed to serve as a definitive reference volume. The book is entirely descriptive and discussion of histogenesis is left to a minimum. However, its readability is improved by the inclusion of case histories from the author's personal experience. It would probably be of most use as a handy guide to a relatively inexperienced pathologist working in the morbid anatomy department of a children's hospital.
